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Preparation Guide

Minimum Standards and Anchor Family policies require that we follow certain guidelines when it comes to the safety and well-being of children in care. Part of those guidelines is making sure the children do not have access to certain chemicals and hazards. If at any time you have questions, please reach out to Anchor Family Services, Inc.
In order to help better prepare your home, we have provided the following guidelines below: 

1.  All chemicals need to be locked. This includes paint, household cleaners, chemicals used for lawn care, topical ointments, medicine, alcohol, etc. 

2. Some topical medication and hygiene supply such as baby powder and diaper cream need to be inaccessible to children. This is something that babies to older children can easily ingest and cause harm.  Please make sure that children are not able to access these. 
3. Alcohol, matches, knives, lighters, cigarettes, and tobacco need to be locked. If alcohol is stored in a refrigerator, it must be a separate locked refrigerator that common food for the household is not stored.  You cannot prevent access to food to children in care. 

4. All (including over-the-counter and topical) medication must be locked. 

5. Topical and oral medication must be separated.  If they are in the same box, they must be clearly separated and labeled. 
6. All refrigerated medication must have its own lock box /bag in the refrigerator. 

7. All control substances must be double locked.  Some suggested ideas are in a locked box behind a lock door/cabinet or in a locked box inside of another locked box.   
8. You can also not keep a lock (such as a pad lock or lock with a key) on a door that would be an escape route in case of a fire or emergency that children cannot open.

Some common lock methods for the items listed above include: a locked cabinet, closet, door, or box.
Please see the following guidelines as what qualifies as locked.   

THE FOLLOWING METHODS ARE ACCEPTABLE FOR LOCKING CHEMICALS, KNIVES, MEDICATIONS, ETC.
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This is a magnet lock. 
These are easy to find 

and install. They are

also acceptable because 

the cabinet can only be 

opened by a special key.
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THE FOLLOWING METHODS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE FOR LOCKING CHEMICALS, KNIVES, MEDICATIONS, ETC
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(These safety devices are useful, but they will not count as a lock for any required items.)
POOLS
The below standard and policy is for both above ground and in ground pools.  It is also the policy for hot tubs; however, in addition, the hot tub must have a locking cover when not in use.  If you have large bodies of water on your property, Anchor Family will work with you to develop a safety plan. 

1. A fence or wall that is at least four feet high must enclose the pool area. The fence must be well constructed and be installed completely around the pool area. 

2. Fence gates leading to the outdoor pool area must be self-closing and self-latching. Gates must be locked when the pool is not in use. Keys to open the gate must not be accessible to children under the age of 12 years old, children of any age who are not competent swimmers, or any children receiving treatment services. 

3. Doors that lead from the home to the pool area must have a lock that only adults or children over 10 years old can reach. The lock must be completely out of the reach of children younger than 10 years old. 

4. Furniture, equipment, or large materials must not be close enough to the pool area for a child to use them to scale the fence or release a lock. 

5. At least two life-saving devices must be available, such as a reach pole, backboard, buoy, or a safety throw bag with a brightly colored buoyant rope or throw line. One additional life-saving device must be available for each 2,000 square feet of water surface, so a pool of 2,000 square feet would require three life saving devices. 

6. Machinery rooms must be locked to keep children out.

ACCEPTABLE LOCKS
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LOCKS THAT ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE, AS THEY ARE NOT SELF-LATCHING OR CLOSING
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EXAMPLES OF APPROPRIATE HIGH LOCKS FOR DOORS LEADING TO POOL AREA
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